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1 Fonts Available — TEX Interface

The single font wntml, is available in three sizes: 10, 12 and 17 points. The names are wntml10,
wntml12, and wntml17 respectively.

In this document (and in idoc.itx), the following lines were used for loading the font:

\newfont{\tmlb}{wntml12}.
\newfont{\tmls}{wntml10}.

The command \tmlb refers to the font of size 12, and the command \tmls refers to the font of
size 10 points.

This package also includes the MF and PK files for the font. Since the MF files are also
present, you can use them to generate any other PK and TFM files you need, to get fonts that are

transformed versions (scaled, slanted, etc) of the basic Washington Tamil font.

1.1 Points to Note

• The font used, wntml, is a Metafont description, hence, this font cannot be used to directly

generate PostScript output from itrans. The only way to use this font with itrans is to produce
documents in TEX.

• The font used, wntml, does not have any numerals or any punctuation characters. Therefore,
if you need to use numbers or punctuation marks between the #tamil and #endtamil markers,

remember to change the font before any number or any punctuation mark.

For numbers, it is usually sufficient to use the $ enclosing scope to make them print correctly,
since a $ enters mathmode and uses the math fonts. For punctuation marks, the user needs

to explicitly change fonts: example:

#tamil......{\rm ;}.......#endtamil.

The example in the previous section uses these methods.

1.2 Archaic Character Forms

As shown in table 2, the consonant-vowel forms follow certain modern tamil conventions. (I use
the terms modern and archaic loosely, and they only reflect current tamil standards in India, other

countries may not follow these.) It is possible to get the older alternate character forms that print
out thus:

NA:1
Nai: 6
No: �1
NO: �1
nA:�
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nai: �
no: ��
nO: ��
Lai: �
RA: �
Ro: ��
RO: ��
To enable these forms, you need to edit the wntml.ifm file: better make a copy, and name it

wntmla.ifm, and edit the new file.
Search the wntmla.ifm file for the word ARCHAIC, and delete that word. You should see twelve

such instances, corresponding to the characters above.
Once that is done, specify the new IFM file with the #tamilifm keyword, and all the above

twelve consonant forms will print out as above. (See the user manual idoc.itx for exact details
regarding the #tamilifm keyword.)

2 Example

• English Input:

{#tamil

namadhu chUriya maNTalaththai viTTup paya^nIr{\rm ,} vAyEjar

viNkala~NkaL veLiyERi viNmI^n kaLai nOkki viraindhu

koNTirukki^nRa^na{\rm .}

idhaRkE padhdhuppadhi^nARu ANTukaLAki viTTa^na{\rm .}

viNmI^nkaLukkuch churukkAka payaNam chella i^nRaiya

vEdhiyal EvUrdhikaL kaikoTukkA{\rm .} ivaRRi^nAl maNikku

$ 40 $ Ayiram kilO mITTar vEkadhdhaiyE eTTa muTiyum{\rm .}

#endtamil}

• Tamil Output:�P< �bX P0ñ (h8ñ �8 r(ñ ,Hñ HX�ñ̀ , pa�XÀñ̀ r0ñ �h�ñ ��ñ �p��X� r0ñ S�ñ �����a�ñ 
 r�`�ñ < ��a0ñ *d�ñ 
�ñ ��. �8�ñ �� H8ñ <Hñ H:�a� �0ñ ,��a
 r(ñ (�.r0ñ S�ñ ���ñ ��ñ �d�ñ �a� HX0Pñ ��hñ h ��ñ ��X �p:Xhñ �uñ̀ :��ñ ����a,�ñ �a.�pd�ahñ P2�ñ � 40 �Z`Pñ 
�ha S(ñ (ñ̀ �p�8ñ �8�X �(ñ ( T*\Pñ .
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Vowels� a� aa or A� i� ii or I� u� uu or U� e� E� ai	 oÆ O	� auð q� SRI

Consonants� ka or ga� ~Na or N^a� cha ~na( Ta or Tha0 Na8 ta or tha� na� ^naH pa or baP maX ya` rah lap va or wax Ja or za� La� Raõ sha° Sha¸ saÀ jaÈ ha� xa or ksha

Table 1: ITRANS: Tamil to English Transliteration Table.
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\ a A i I u U e E ai o O au

k �ñ � �a 
 � �  �� �� �� ��a ��a ���
~N �ñ � �a � � � � �� �� �� ��a ��a ���
ch �ñ � �a � � � � �� �� �� ��a ��a ���
~n  ñ   a " # $ % � � � � a � a � �
T (ñ ( (a * + , - �( �( �( �(a �(a �(�
N 0ñ 0 0a 2 3 4 5 �0 �0 �0 �0a �0a �0�
t 8ñ 8 8a : ; < = �8 �8 �8 �8a �8a �8�
n �ñ � �a B C D E �� �� �� ��a ��a ���
^n �ñ � �a � � � � �� �� �� ��a ��a ���
p Hñ H Ha J K L M �H �H �H �Ha �Ha �H�
m Pñ P Pa R S T U �P �P �P �Pa �Pa �P�
y Xñ X Xa Z [ \ ℄ �X �X �X �Xa �Xa �X�
r ñ̀ ` `a b  d e �` �` �` �`a �`a �`�
l hñ h ha j k l m �h �h �h �ha �ha �h�
v pñ p pa r s t u �p �p �p �pa �pa �p�
z xñ x xa z { | } �x �x �x �xa �xa �x�
L �ñ � �a � � � � �� �� �� ��a ��a ���
R �ñ � �a � � � � �� �� �� ��a ��a ���
sh õñ õ õa ö ÷ õò õó �õ �õ �õ �õa �õa �õ�
Sh °ñ ° °a ² ³ °ò °ó �° �° �° �°a �°a �°�
s ņ̃ ¸ ¸a º » ¸ò ¸ó �¸ �¸ �¸ �¸a �¸a �¸�
j Àñ À Àa Â � Àò Àó �À �À �À �Àa �Àa �À�
h Èñ È Èa Ê Ë Èò Èó �È �È �È �Èa �Èa �È�
x �ñ � �a Ò Ó �ò �ó �� �� �� ��a ��a ���

Table 2: Tamil Consonants with their Vowel Forms.
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